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March 2018

The Chair

The Foreign Affairs, Defence and Trade Committee
Submission by the New Zealand Grey Power Federation Inc. on

The Comprehensive and Progressive Agreement for Trans-Pacific Partnership (CPTPP)

Introduction

The Grey Power New Zealand Federation Inc. is a non-sectarian and non-party political, advocacy incorporated society which aims to advance, promote and protect the welfare and well-being of older people. 

The Grey Power New Zealand Federation Inc. is made up of some 75 individual Associations with an overall membership of approximately 68,000.

We thank the committee for the opportunity to comment on this treaty. We do not wish to speak in support of our submission.   

The contact is;

Jan Pentecost

Secretary Grey Power Federation

(03) 3129331

jan.pentecost @gmail.com
The Grey Power Federation’s policy regarding the TPP and which now applies to the Comprehensive and Progressive Agreement for Trans-Pacific Partnership (CPTPP) is that we will work to ensure that older people in New Zealand are not disadvantaged by the New Zealand Government’s signature to this agreement. 
The two specific concerns for Grey Power regarding this trade agreement are the possible inability of Pharmac to purchase good quality, inexpensive medicines and medical devices for our country and the effects of the loss of sovereignty to New Zealanders because of the investor-state dispute settlement clauses (ISDS).
We are still concerned under CTPP that the Pharmac model is not fully protected because although most of negative clauses regarding this have now been suspended, they have not been removed and this could allow large multinational corporations to bring legal action against the New Zealand Government on the grounds that our domestic laws could inhibit their profits from trade in our country. 
The consequences of such litigation, or even the threat of litigation, would hinder the ability of the New Zealand Government to control the quality, availability and price of medications so essential to senior New Zealanders.

And while we appreciate the efforts of our negotiators to suspend the original ISDS provisions with a number of minor member countries, by way of formal side letters, we are alarmed and disappointed that some of our more significant trading partners, including Malaysia, Canada, Mexico, Japan and Chile have declined to do so. 
Even though many of the ISDS provisions have been suspended it is possible that in the future the US will re-enter the CTPP, it is certainly likely that the signatory countries will want this, and although the current government may insist that they will protect New Zealand, subsequent governments may not be so opposed to the US returning to the original ISDS provisions or even demanding additional concessions.
And although we have no objection to investors companies or countries bringing an action against the New Zealand government for alleged breaches of contract in a New Zealand court and under New Zealand laws we have a very strong objection to allowing our Government to be sued before a tribunal of corporations.

We, therefore, urge our negotiators to return to the table with a determination to remove all ISDS provisions with all member states and to have the community issues “of health, safety, human rights including democratic and labour rights, the environment, cultural values and economic development [for all]”
 as their top priority 
For the Grey Power Federation

Tom O’Connor

� Media Release from CTU on November 10, 2017





