Speaking notes for Grey Power agm, Christchurch April 13

Introduction

Can | acknowledge the huge contribution older people make to society
in every walk of life as grandparents, friends, colleagues and mentors
to younger generations of New Zealanders.

| value the good relationship Grey Power has with the Government.
Along with the Prime Minister and a number of other Ministers, | meet
regularly with Grey Power representatives.

You heard from Senior Citizens Minister John Carter yesterday — and |
know he valued meeting you again and hearing about the issue that
are important to you.

The John Key-led Government has been in office for almost 18 months
— and in that time it has been very busy on a number of fronts.

We want a country where our children and grandchildren have
opportunities that will keep them in New Zealand — so you don't have to
go to Sydney to London to visit them.

As well as getting New Zealand through the global economic and
financial crisis in as good a shape as possible, the Government has
advanced its election promises and kept our word to voters who placed
their trust in us.

The vast majority of our election promises have been implemented or
are well on their way.

This is a busy Government, focused on results:

In Health, for example, we've delivered an additional 11,800 elective
operations — a record annual increase. We've funded the 24-hour
Plunketline and a 12 month course of Herceptin. We've also increased
the number of doctors being trained and introduced a new voluntary
bonding scheme to encourage health professionals to stay here in NZ.

In Law and Order, we've passed new laws to toughen sentences and
restrict bail for violent offenders, improve police powers, crack down on
gangs and support victims of crime. We've provided money for an extra
600 frontline police and we've given police new tools to go after
criminals — including 720 new tasers and power to DNA test offenders
arrested for imprisonable offences. We've passed a law to deal with
boy racers and we've launched a crackdown on the drug P.
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