March 2010

An organisation with a social conscience for people over 50.
Hamilton Branch now with over 2,308 voting members, and still growinp.

Grey Power Inc.

Celebrating Age Centre, 30 Victoria St, Hamilton
Office Hours: 9.30am12 noon MondayThursday
Phone (07) 83490668 Emailhamgreypower@clear.net.nz

President 8ds Colf n benday Seminars 2010:

Guest Speakers for March, April and May

This is our first newsletter for 2010 and | would like tq wish
you all a happy new year. REREEEA A LA AN

We had a very pleasant bus trip to a garden centre andlarch  1st Newsletter Mailout
lavender farm in November. There is another trip planned for 8th Rates, Hamilton City Council.

the 22nd of Mar¢see elsewhere in this newslefiea)s 15th Red Cross.
are limited so don't delay in making your booking. 22nd  Bus Trip to Oraka Park Deer
Farm.

Our Christmas party in December was well attended and a
great succes¥Ve were entertained by The Hamilton Probus
Singers who putarmery memorable performafhice. _
morning tethat followed was very enjoyitdey thanks tpAPril - 5th Easter Monday.

the "Krazy Ladies" for the catering and to Jocelyn Gofdon for 12th Annual Plan, Environment
the lovely Christmas cake. Waikato.

19th  Budget Advice Service.

I would like to draw your attention to the Monday Seminars ~ 26th  Bay Audiology.

advertised in the newsleReter Boys puts in a lot of effort

and time organising speakers for thesrild be nice for| May  3rd Home Instead.

more memberssioow their support by atten@ng of our 10th Glee Club.

total membership we only get arourjd 30 pgoplg coming 17th  Yet to be decided.
anng_.They are very pleas_ant morntfsbegm with 24th  Hamilton Grey Power AGM.
morning tea in the cafeteria and a social chat before the .
meeting which starts at 10.30. 3lst  Yetto be decided.

29th  Hamilton Zoo.

Afterwards some members take advantage of the vepune  7th Queends Birthday
reasonable prices at the Celebrating Age Cafe to haye 14th  Newsletter Mailt.
lunch.So come on people, roll up I am sure you will have a

very enjoyable time.

Dave Collins

TOruORD,

B 5T TOYS COME FROM

Although the special Christmas shopping night put on for Grey Power members, by Toyworld was pot very
successful, Toyworld would like it to be known that they will give a 10% discount to members.

There will also be a larger discount for the special Grey Power shopping night next December.
Please add Toyworld to your Discount books.

PLEASE BRING YOUR GREY POWER
MEMBERSHIP CARD




Jane Hennebry Hamilton Grey Power member
and
Environment Waikato Councillor

Dear Grey Power Members, thank you for the opportunity t@giveyowmac i | | or comment

Environment Waikato Councillorgusawerked through thenual Plafor the 2010/11 rating year and
| am pleased to repgt@posed average rate increase of 1[8aedbmmended to the next full council
meeting hi s mont h by EWG&s THelonest@ate incaensd in membry.t Co mmi

Forthose of usnthed Rat e s C dtmeansowle ha@iehievedaraim tkeeprate increases

under CPI, delivering on the mandate we were elattaaligh. still to be finalsben this newsletter

goes to press, | believe this figure is unlikely to change markedly. Once finalised the plan will go out t
consultation.

Update on t he &RmesiAtehe LoCabBodyrelection i ®aoied we intend standing
candidates in all Environment Wagait® and also in Hamilton City. Currently we are bringing together a
group of totally committed and pledged candi d
i t get Wehaw strerfytbendi our criteria around the candidate selection process and added a
manifesto to help organize our team so that its current members and new candidates will be kept true
promises throughout the whole term.

We want to build on the achievetnankave already been made, in continuing to ensure value for mone
forrates by prioritizing projects, seeking efficiencies and reducing expenditure, whichadide contributed
proposed rates recommendation.

Members of the (RCT) Rates Control Team representirayéladaniédtiennebry, Tony Armstrong and
Pat Gregory afat Thames Coromandel, Simon Friar.

Whilegoroudbfthe achievemersts far; economic times today ditite is even more reason in my view,
for the 'Rates Control Team' to play an even bigger part in the futur&ourcomeshbVaikato.

Bus Trip to Oraka Deer Park (near Tirau) ‘
When: Monday 22 March departing The Celebrating Age Centre At 9.3( =%

Cost: $32.00 per person (this includes the bus, tour and morning tea). S

We will travel directly to the Deer Park where we will have morning tea *©
Linda, the owner of the Deer Park. We will then go to Tirau where there *
stop.(Not included in cose then return to Hamilton.

Pl ease NOTE: Seats are |l imited, S
Book at the Grey Power Office.

Payment must be made at time of booking.

DISCLAIMER: Neither this Association nor any person associated with it accepts any liability for the contents of
newsletter, which is prepared in good faith and is believed to be correct. Articles are the opinion of the|authors, anc
necessarily reflect the opinions of this Association. The editor may shorten any contributions to fit aeajtatééuspace. We al
for the help of the committee and all volunteers.
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WHAT IS A GRANDPARENT?

(From papers written by a class-g€8rolds)

Grandparents are a lady and a man who have na

children of their own. They like other people's.

A grandfather is a man, & a grandmother is a lady

Grandparents don't have to do anything except b
when we come to see them. They are so old they
n't play hard or run. It is good if they drive us to t
and give us money.

When they take us for walks, they slow down pas
like pretty leaves and caterpillars.

They show us and talk to us about the colours of]
ers and also why we shouldn't step on 'cracks.'

They don't say, 'Hurry up.'

Usually grandmothers are fat but not too fat to tig
your shoes.

They wear glasses and funny underwear.
They can take their teeth and gums out.

Grandparents don't have to be smatrt.

They have to answer questions like 'Why isn't God

married?' and 'How come dogs chase cats?'

When they read to us, they don't skip. They don't
we ask for the same story over again.

Everybody should try to have a grandmother, esj
you don't have television because they are the o
grownups who like to spend time with us.

They know we should have snack time before be
and they say prayers with us and kiss us even w
acted bad.

Grandad is the smarte
man on earth. He teac
me good things, but |
dondt see
enough

to get as clever as hir

It's funny when they b
over; you hear gas lea
and they blame their d

Taxation Press Release.

The introduction of the recommendation frgm the
Taxation Review Committee, as reported in the news
ltedia, reeks shades of former Prime Minister,
Jenny Shipley, when shetketamount of ng-
tional superannuation back to 60% of the Net ordi-
nary after tax weekly wage.

~

g %‘r%rj Power feels that the recommendation ig ridicu-
3 E $hat those earing $70,000 per annum feceive
€89 Uts while those below that figure receive nothing.
Further, Grey Power is concerned that an increase of
S.T to 15% is nothing short of exploitation.| Those
NBv fixed incomes pay all their wages/salary in
order to exist whilst the more affluent only spend a
”%e][centage of their income on their existence| In ad-
t!ﬂ‘/}"many on higher incomes have had salary in-
creasesduring the recession whilst those| on
lower incomes have nidte low income bracket
has been exploited enough.

5t

come
a

"If this the way National treats those low ir
people thethey are looking very much lik
one term government. Surelig, long past the
time when governments should appautical
people to their committees, rather than

who loolfter their own interests."

Les Howard

National President

WD

hose

The Tax Changes From 1st April 2010
rqlﬂg I(];urrent 19.5% RWT rate will change to 21%. A
new RWT rate of 12.5% will be available for individu-
e§|§l have a reasonable expectation that their total
I)?nn al income will be $14,000 or less. All companies

— A

(unless they are on a 38% or are exempt ) will be
moved to a new RWT rate of 30% on 1st April 2010.
] fime
weﬂj\]ﬁé’\"?@k suggested that all customers should
1.  Check your RWT rate.
2. Check whether youall
changes.
3. Contact the bank if your RWT rate needs
changing.
So this Government is starting to play around with the
Tax system. So howd|s al

effect each one of us. | would like these details to
have further discussion on how they are g@fing to
fect Grey Power Members.
Noel Gregory
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TERMS AND CONDITIONS AVAILABLE FROM THE GREY POWER OFFICE
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