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Presidentõs Corner 

This is our first newsletter for 2010 and I would like to wish 
you all a happy new year. 
 
We had a very pleasant bus trip to a garden centre and a 
lavender farm in November. There is another trip planned for 
the 22nd of March  (see elsewhere in this newsletter).  Seats 
are limited so don't delay in making your booking. 
 
Our Christmas party in December was well attended and a 
great success.  We were entertained by The Hamilton Probus 
Singers who put on a very memorable performance.  The 
morning tea that followed was very enjoyable.  Many thanks to 
the "Krazy Ladies" for the catering and to Jocelyn Gordon for 
the lovely Christmas cake. 
 
I would like to draw your attention to the Monday Seminars 
advertised in the newsletter.  Peter Boys puts in a lot of effort 
and time organising speakers for these.  It would be nice for 
more members to show their support by attending.  Out of our 
total membership we only get around 30 people coming 
along.  They are very pleasant mornings.  We begin with 
morning tea in the cafeteria and a social chat before the 
meeting which starts at 10.30.  
 
Afterwards some members take advantage of the very 
reasonable prices at the Celebrating Age Cafe to have 
lunch.  So come on people, roll up I am sure you will have a 
very enjoyable time.  
 

Dave Collins 

Monday Seminars 2010:  
Guest Speakers for March, April and May 

 
* * * * * * * * * * * *  

 
March 1st Newsletter Mailout 
 8th Rates, Hamilton City Council. 
 15th Red Cross. 
 22nd Bus Trip to Oraka Park Deer 
   Farm. 
 29th Hamilton Zoo. 
 
April 5th Easter Monday. 
 12th Annual Plan, Environment  
   Waikato. 
 19th Budget Advice Service. 
 26th Bay Audiology. 
 
May 3rd Home Instead. 
 10th Glee Club. 
 17th Yet to be decided. 
 24th Hamilton Grey Power AGM. 
 31st  Yet to be decided. 
 
June 7th Queenôs Birthday. 
 14th  Newsletter Mail-out. 
   

Although the special Christmas shopping night put on for Grey Power members, by Toyworld was not very 
successful, Toyworld would like it to be known that they will give a 10% discount to members. 
 
There will also be a larger discount for the special Grey Power shopping night next December. 

   Please add Toyworld to your Discount books.    

PLEASE BRING YOUR GREY POWER  
MEMBERSHIP CARD 
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Jane Hennebry Hamilton Grey  Power member  

and  

Environment Waikato Councillor  
  

Dear Grey Power Members, thank you for the opportunity to give you a  óCouncillor comment'. 
 
Environment Waikato Councillors have just worked through the  Annual Plan  for the 2010/11 rating year and 
I am pleased to report a proposed average rate increase of 1.7% will be recommended to the next full council 
meeting this month by EWôs Finance and Audit Committee.  The lowest rate increase in memory.  
 
For those of us on the  óRates Control Teamô   it means we have achieved our aim to keep rate increases 
under CPI, delivering on the mandate we were elected on.  Although still to be finalised  when this newsletter 
goes to press, I believe this figure is unlikely to change markedly. Once finalised the plan will go out to public 
consultation.  
 
Update on the ôRates Control Teamõ  plans. At the Local Body election in October we intend standing 
candidates in all Environment Waikato  seats and also in Hamilton City. Currently we are bringing together a 
group of totally committed and pledged candidates with true integrity who, ódo not get out of the kitchen when 
it gets too hotô.  We have strengthened our criteria around the candidate selection process and added a 
manifesto to help organize our team so that its current members and new candidates will be kept true to their 
promises throughout the whole term.    
 
We want to build on the achievements that have already been made, in continuing to ensure value for money 
for rates by prioritizing projects, seeking efficiencies and reducing expenditure, which has contributed to the 
proposed rates recommendation.  
 
Members of the (RCT) Rates Control Team representing Hamilton are Jane Hennebry, Tony Armstrong and 
Pat Gregory and for Thames Coromandel, Simon Friar.  
  
While proud of the achievements so far; economic times today dictate  there is even more reason in my view, 
for the 'Rates Control Team' to play an even bigger part in the future outcomes of Environment Waikato.  
 

 

Bus Trip to Oraka Deer Park (near Tirau) 

When: Monday 22 March departing The Celebrating Age Centre At 9.30am 

Cost:  $32.00 per person (this includes the bus, tour and morning tea). 

We will travel directly to the Deer Park where we will have morning tea and a talk by 
Linda, the owner of the Deer Park.  We will then go to Tirau where there will be a lunch 

stop.  (Not included in cost).  We then return to Hamilton. 

Please NOTE:  Seats are limited, so donõt delay. 

Book at the Grey Power Office. 

Payment must be made at time of booking. 

DISCLAIMER: Neither this Association nor any person associated with it accepts any liability for the contents of this 

newsletter, which is prepared in good faith and is believed to be correct. Articles are the opinion of the authors, and do not 
necessarily reflect the opinions of this Association. The editor may shorten any contributions to fit  available space. We are grateful 
for the help of the committee and all volunteers.   
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 Taxation Press Release. 
The introduction of the recommendation from the 
Taxation Review Committee, as reported in the news 
media, reeks of shades of former Prime Minister, 
Jenny Shipley, when she set the amount of na-
tional superannuation back to 60% of the Net ordi-
nary after tax weekly wage.   

 

Grey Power feels that the recommendation is ridicu-
lous that those earning $70,000 per annum receive 
tax cuts while those below that figure receive nothing. 
Further, Grey Power is concerned that an increase of 
G.S.T to 15% is nothing short of exploitation. Those 
on low fixed incomes pay all their wages/salary in 
order to exist whilst the more affluent only spend a 
percentage of their income on their existence. In ad-
dition, many on higher incomes have had salary in-
creases during the recession whilst those on 
lower incomes have not. The low income bracket 
has been exploited enough.  

 

"If this the way National treats those low income 
people then they are looking very much like a 
one term government. Surely, it is long past the 
time when governments should appoint practical 
people to their committees, rather than those 
who look after their own interests." 

Les Howard 

National President 

 

The Tax Changes From 1st April 2010 
 
The current 19.5% RWT rate will change to 21%.  A 
new RWT rate of 12.5% will be available for individu-
als who have a reasonable expectation that their total 
annual income will be $14,000 or less.  All companies 
(unless they are on a 38% or are exempt ) will be 
moved to a new RWT rate of 30% on 1st April 2010. 
 
The bank suggested that all customers should - 
 

1. Check your RWT rate. 

2. Check whether youôll be affected by these 
changes. 

3. Contact the bank if your RWT rate needs 
changing. 

 

So this Government is starting to play around with the 
Tax system.  So howôs all these changes going to 
effect each one of us.  I would like these details to 

have further discussion on how they are going to ef-
fect Grey Power Members.  

Noel Gregory 

WHAT IS A GRANDPARENT? 

(From papers written by a class of 8-year-olds) 
 
Grandparents are a lady and a man who have no little 
children of their own. They like other people's. 
 
A grandfather is a man, & a grandmother is a lady! 
 
Grandparents don't have to do anything except be there 
when we come to see them. They are so old they should-
n't play hard or run. It is good if they drive us to the shops 
and give us money. 
 
When they take us for walks, they slow down past things 
like pretty leaves and caterpillars. 
 
They show us and talk to us about the colours of the flow-
ers and also why we shouldn't step on 'cracks.' 
 
They don't say, 'Hurry up.' 
 
Usually grandmothers are fat but not too fat to tie 
your shoes. 
 
They wear glasses and funny underwear. 
 
They can take their teeth and gums out. 
 
Grandparents don't have to be smart. 
 
They have to answer questions like 'Why isn't God 
married?' and 'How come dogs chase cats?' 
 
When they read to us, they don't skip. They don't mind if 
we ask for the same story over again. 
 
Everybody should try to have a grandmother, especially if 
you don't have television because they are the only 
grownups who like to spend time with us. 
 
They know we should have snack time before bed time, 
and they say prayers with us and kiss us even when we've 
acted bad. 
 
Grandad is the smartest 
man on earth. He teaches 
me good things, but I 
donôt see him often 
enough 
to get as clever as him. 
 
It's funny when they bend 
over; you hear gas leaks, 
and they blame their dog. 
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TERMS AND CONDITIONS AVAILABLE FROM THE GREY POWER OFFICE  


