Smart electricity meters: how households and the
environment can benefit

Dr Jan Wright
Parliamentary Commissioner for the Environment

Greypower Annual General Meeting
Christchurch
12" April, 2010

Introduction

A few of you may know me from previous addresses but | suspect that most of you
won't have heard me speak before. So by way of an introduction | will talk a little
about my role.

23 years ago in 1986, the Environment Act created the Parliamentary Commissioner
for the Environment as an Officer of Parliament.

The only other Officers of Parliament are the Auditor General and her deputy, and
the two Ombudsmen.
So there are just five of us in this special relationship with Parliament.

There are many other Commissioners — Electricity, Childrens, Commerce,
Retirement... the list goes on. But the others are all appointees of Government with
varying degrees of independence specific to their legislation. They don't have the
freedom that comes with full independence that | have.

Like the other Officers of Parliament, my appointment debated in Parliament.
| didn't feel like sitting in the public gallery to find out if | had the job, but fortunately all
the political parties supported my appointment.

Many of you will remember the first Commissioner -- Helen Hughes, and the second -
- Morgan Williams. I'm the third.

Some have described the position as that of an “environmental ombudsman”. I'm not
particularly fond of that term as | think of an ombudsman as someone to complain to
rather than someone who actively advocates.

“Environmental watchdog” catches more of the role perhaps, but | don't like the
negativity associated with the term.

| don't like the dog part either — and especially when a recent North and South article
on government watchdogs superimposed my head on a dog's body!

My basic job is to provide Parliament with independent advice on the environment.
It's a set up that give me independence from the government of the time and allows
me to give full and frank advice to our legislators.
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